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President’s Corner
By Toy Alladin KIWYQ

THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER:

Getting those chocolates and candies and other
appropriate gifts for Valentine’s day should be a
cinch for you incurable romantics, not forgetting
that it is also our next meeting date.

The disappointing news is, that Veteran’s Park,
our field day site was given to the Norwalk Jazz
festival committee this year and we are now in the
process of searching for an alternative site. So far
we have tentatively discussed a few sites and we
are investigating whether we can use any of these
areas. If anyone has an idea or a suggestion of an
easily accessible area that we can use, please
come forward.

It was just a matter of time before the now popular
Blue Tooth technology was put into use in ham
radio and for this | refer you readers to the latest
issue of QST. Conversion boxes are available
from the person who wrote the article and
conducted the successful piece of
experimentation.

This should be an interesting question to ask of
Jon/K1RFD our local and internationally well
known software engineer who will be doing the
program on sound cards and digital modes at our
next meeting.

Expecting to see you at pizza and the meeting on
February 14th.

FYI: FROGS NEVER DRINK.

Toy/KIWYQ

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be on February 14, 2007 at
the Shop Rite on Connecticut Avenue. Beginning
at 8:00 pm.

Our guest speaker will be our own Jonathan
Taylor, KIRFD, who will present “Sound Cards
and Digital Modes: Under the Hood".

Join us for pizza at John’s Best on New Canaan
Avenue at 6:00 pm.

Secretary’s Minutes

GNARC Monthly Meeting, Jan 10, 2007.
Attendance: 27 members.

Announcements: Allan/NN1H reviewed the 2
meter repeater and 70 cm. repeater status. He
indicated that the new frequency, 147.775, was
temporarily coordinated at its current site and that
the range was more extensive than in the past.
The hospital site will be used for a backup
repeater to be coordinated this summer. The 70
cm repeater is coordinated and will receive a new
antenna. No Echolink usage will be considered for
the 2 meter repeater until coordination process is
complete.

Tim/W1GIG urged members to sign up for ARES
on the web, and to take the two courses offered
by FEMA (IS 100 and 700).

The next VE session is Feb. 10.

New Business: Zig/N1ICL suggested that Dave
Moffat AAL1VE be given life membership to the
club based on his many generous contributions of
equipment. A motion to this effect was made and
passed.
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A motion was made and passed that a vocal ID
announcing the PL be used on the new 147.775
repeater.

Elections were held after the break. After closing
nominations from the floor, the following officers
were elected by the members:

President: Toy/KIWYQ

Vice President: Allan/NN1H

Treasurer: EA/K3EIN

Secretary: Tom/KK2C

Respectfully submitted, Tom Kirmayer, Secretary.

Product Review
John Kalotai, N1OLO

TAC-COMM Tactical Radio Carrier (TRC-1)

Let's face it, we Hams like our toys. A really neat looking toy
came across the FT-817 reflector and it caught my eye. The
Tac-Comm Tactical Radio Carrier does just what is says
and more. The basic premise is a device that provides a
secure way of mounting a mobile radio for portable use.

But wait! There’s more! The Tac-Comm can also
accommodate a battery, power supply, antenna tuner and
antenna depending on the size of the equipment and the
configuration of the carrier.

The sides of the carrier are
adjustable so you can stack
equipment and have it within the ;
confines of the carrier. In addition - -
| - !
to the carry handle there is a fold J .{ I | l '\ \‘
up foot to tilt the carrier for e :
operation. There are pre-drilled .
holes on both side panels for a mic -
clip. Nice touch! The side panels
also have holes drilled on the upper
surface that match the location of
the rubber feet on the bottom. This
allows two carriers to be stacked as o PO

nre-s /1 TN,

| received my carrier USPS Priority "-I FIG l'2
after ordering from the Tac-Comm S
website. The carrier came in a well

packed box and a bag of additional hardware but no
instructions. | guess they figured that if you bought one
you'd know how to use it. | purchased the velcro straps that
are offered as an add-on.

LERR R A NN RN

| mounted my FT-817 and
LDG tuner . There was still
room to mount a 4000 ma
NiMh pack. With a little
rearranging | can mount a
smaller battery and a 9 amp
swirching supply! After playing
with it over the weekend |
realized the four holes on top
of the sides could be used to
secure a pallet with pouches
to hold sundry items like extra adapters, key, microphone, or
headphones.

The Tac-Comm system

will find a home with T S US‘“”“*W ‘W’DS‘“Q e
operators on Field Day, |,!
public service events as |“™" H H H
well as casual portable :

| 10.5in (266mm) |

operation.

== End View =
The TRC-1 sells for (155mm) L
$59.95 directly fro Tac- = T
Comm. For more info or LN
to order go to www.tac- 7.5in (190mm I
comm.com

CHEF ON CALL wuc

Catering Services

Certified & Insured * References Available

203-866-1699
Chefcall@optonline.net
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its decision to eliminate the requirement across the board.
: The R&O appearing in the Federal Register constitutes the
Happenmgs official version of the new rules. It is on the web in PDF
format at,
17 Feb 2007

Flea Market, Algonquin ARC
http://www.gsl.net/nlem/

Talk-In: 146.64 (No Tone)

Contact:

David "Shack" Haralambou

427 Stearns Road

Marlborough, MA 01752

Phone: 508 357-2272 ext 1# (Before 9:00 PM)
Fax: 508 357-2273

Email: BRPSHACK@aol.com

Location

Marlborough, MA

Marlborough Intermediate Elementary School
Thresher Drive

Morse Code Testing to End

From ARRL Bulletin 0005

It's officiall Morse code requirement ends Friday, February
23.

Circle Friday, February 23, on your calendar. That's when the
current 5 WPM Morse code requirement will officially
disappear from the Amateur Radio Service Part 97 rules. On
or after that date, applicants for a General or Amateur Extra
class Amateur Radio license no longer will have to
demonstrate proficiency in Morse code. They'll just have to
pass the applicable written examination. Federal Register
publication January 24 of the FCC's Report and

Order (R&O) in the "Morse code proceeding," WT Docket 05-
235, starts a 30-day countdown for the new rules to become
effective. Deletion of the Morse requirement - still a matter of
controversy within the amateur community - is a landmark in
Amateur Radio history.

"The overall effect of this action is to further the public interest
by encouraging individuals who are interested in
communications technology or who are able to contribute to
the advancement of the radio art, to become Amateur Radio
operators; and eliminating a requirement that is now
unnecessary and may discourage Amateur Service licensees
from advancing their skills in the communications

and technical phases of Amateur Radio," the FCC remarked
in the "Morse code" R&O that settled the matter, at least from
a regulatory standpoint.

The League had asked the FCC to retain the 5 WPM for
Amateur Extra class applicants, but the Commission held to

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20071800/
edocket.access.gpo.gov /2007/pdf/E7-729.pdf.

Until 1991, when a Morse code examination was dropped
from the requirements to obtain a Technician ticket, all
prospective radio amateurs had to pass a Morse code test.
With the change the US will join a growing list of countries
that have dropped the need to demonstrate some level of
Morse code proficiency to earn access to frequencies below
30 MHz.

The new rules also put all Technician licensees on an equal
footing, whether or not they've passed a Morse code
examination. Starting February 23, Technicians will gain CW
privileges on 80, 40, 15 meters and CW, RTTY, data and
SSB privileges on 10 meters.

Once the revised rules are in place, an applicant holding a
valid Certificate of Successful Completion of Examination
(CSCE) for Element 3 (General) or Element 4 (Amateur
Extra) may redeem it for an upgrade. A CSCE is good for
365 days from the date of issuance, no exceptions. For
example, a Technician licensee holding a valid CSCE for
Element 3 may apply at a Volunteer Examiner Coordinator
(VEC) test session, pay the application fee, which most
VECs charge, and receive an instant upgrade.

The FCC R&O includes an Order on Reconsideration in WT
Docket 04-140 - the so-called "omnibus" proceeding. It will
modify Part 97 in response to ARRL's request to
accommodate automatically controlled narrowband digital
stations on 80 meters in the wake of other rule changes that
became effective last December 15. The Commission
designated 3585 to 3600 kHz for such operations, although
that segment will remain available for CW, RTTY and data.
The ARRL had requested that the upper limit of the CW/
RTTY/data subband be set at 3635 kHz, so that there would
be no change in the existing 3620 to 3635 kHz subband.

The ARRL has posted all relevant information on these
important Part 97 rule revisions on its "FCC's Morse Code
Report and Order WT Docket 05-235" Web page, http://
www.arrl.org/fcc/morse/.
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TIPs

By Paul Danzer, N1lI

Here we go again

The original reason for screen savers dates back a
generation of computer monitors, especially the old green
ones (remember them?) When the same text was left for a
long period on a screen —you can see this effect today on
the terminals used by bank tellers — the fixed picture would
‘burn’ into the screen phosphor, leaving a ghostly echo even
when the text on the screen did change.

The same effect is being reported today, with brand-new
plasma TV sets. The picture keeps changing, but TV
networks have an overwhelming desire to remind you who
they are by putting a little logo on the bottom right of the
screen. Although the logo changes from channel to channel,
they remain in the same place and reduce the brightness in
that area — in other words ‘burn-in’ has returned.

Its here - Internet Explorer 7

Most of us won’t have a choice. When Microsoft decides to
update our PCs through the automatic updating service we
will suddenly be using Internet Explorer 7. However, if you
do have a choice, perhaps the best thing to do is to allow it
to be downloaded but not installed. Let several million other
people be the guinea pigs, and find the problems. The best
recommendation seems to be — if you can — just wait a
month or two or three.

Save Your Pictures and Videos

Several tens of years ago many people paid to transfer their
precious 8-millimeter home movies to video cassettes. A few
years later, they found to their disappointment the tapes, left
tightly wound on the cassette spools, had degenerated.

Some were salvaged and transferred to digital CDs. Today,
the storage mechanism most often recommended are both
recordable CDs and recordable DVDs. Unfortunately the life
span of these disks is not really known. Accelerated tests on
factory recorded CDs have shown a long life — the exact
numbers are in contention — but life of the ones we use to
record ourselves is still not really known.

If you trust statistical predictions, many of which have been
made by the CD and DVD manufacturers, you don’t have
too much to worry about. But if you really would like your
pictures and videos around 10 or 15 years from now, you
should consider re-recording them to a fresh DVD or CD
every four or five years (assuming CDs are around a few
years from now).

Do you want to lose your document? Just pull out yo ur
flash drive prematurely.

Everyone is using them, whether they are called flash
drives, thumb drives or minidisks. Tiny, they are convenient
and can store amazing amounts of data. However, they can
lose all your data, files and whatever you store if you are not
careful when you remove the drive.

Windows has a dirty little secret. Perhaps you have just
finished typing a document, editing it and now want to store
it on the flash drive. OK, hit the store button and poof it is
stored — or is it?

The answer is usually yes, but not always. If the computer is
busy dong something else, perhaps some internal
bookkeeping, not visible to you — your document is stored in
the PC memory ready to go onto the flash drive whenever
the PC is ready to make the transfer. This could be right
away or a few 10s of seconds later. If you pull out the flash
drive before this transfer is made, your file could go to the
great digital wasteland in the sky.

For that reason always use the ‘remove drive’ —the little
green icon at the lower right of the screen, and never pull
the flash drive until the icon says it is safe to do so. This is
the same reason you should always do an orderly shutdown
of your PC and never just pull the plug — or you can end up
with a large amount of corrupt data on your hard disk!

Going Wireless?

When you read the advertisements or go to the store to pick
up a wireless router, the first thing you will notice is there
are a number of competing units that have different
standards. The latest, most advance units meet a standard
called 802.11N, replacing the older units that met 802.11B
or 802.11G. What does that mean to you? Well the “N” units
promise faster speeds and longer range. The only problem
is the standard has not been approved, so a wireless card in
your PC from one manufacturer may not work with wireless
router from another manufacturer. In addition, published
tests of most of the new “N” units show they do not give
much improvement over the older, cheaper "B” or “G” units.

Once more, advertising had overtaken reality. Read the
latest reviews on line and in the magazines before you pay
a premium for the “N’ units. This problem will certainly go
away once the new “N” standard has been approved by
industry.

TIPs is the monthly PC and technology newsletter distributed to faculty and
staff at Housatonic Community College .
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West Mountain Lights Up Christmas......

.......... Christmas Island.

The nurses of Christmas, Washington, and Fanning islands
of Kiribati will have an easier time treating patients at night
thanks to the work of Gordon West, WBENOA and Carlton
Smith, KESEUL. They have made several trips to help
improve the living and working conditions of the islanders.
Their latest project is bringing lighting to the clinics located
on the island. The clinics are run by nurses and are their
living quarters as well as a patient care area. There is little
or no electricity available on the island. The infrastructure
that was available for power distribution has been damaged
by rising water tables.

For nearly three years now, Gordon and Carl have been
taking medicines, medical supplies, eyeglasses and

communications equipment to three of the most isolated and

needy islands in the world, called the Line Islands in the
Republic of Kiribati, central Pacific.

The three islands -- Kiritimati ( Christmas), Tabuaeran

( Fanning), and Teraina (Washington) -- are home to more
than 9,000 islanders who live mostly a subsistence life,
surviving on fish, coconuts and some imported rice they pay
for by selling copra (dried coconut) and seaweed.

The islands lie near the equator approximately 1,200 miles
south of Hawaii and 1,000 miles north of Tabhiti. They are
more than 2,000 miles east of their capital of Tarawa and
are at the very end of their government's supply chain,
where supply ships usually call only once each three or four
months.

The World Health Organization (WHO) calls Kiribati one of
the most medically needy countries in the world as is listed
as an LDC, Least Developed Country, by the United
Nations.

Two doctors ( both on Christmas Island) and several nurses
serve the entire population of the three Line Islands and

often work with little or no medicines at all. There are about
5,000 islanders on Christmas, 2,000 on Fanning and nearly
2,000 on Washington.

Gordo and Carl hooking this up

Cool! Its bright and its cold!

They deliver medicines that are requested by the doctors
and nurses and which are sold to us at a discount by
American pharmaceutical companies. Antibiotics, anti-
diabetics, medicines for internal parasites, anti-
hypertensives and pain medicines are among the regular
donations given to the Ministry of Health, as well as
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additional medical supplies purchased here in the United
States.

They also stage primary eye care clinics in the islands'
villages where long distance vision glasses, reading glasses
and sunglasses are dispensed, free of charge.

and improve the general public health. E-mail them for more
details at Pacific Islands Medical Aid, PacificMedAid@aol.
com.

They welcome donations to help with the cost of the
medicines, supplies, eyeglasses, radio equipment and
transportation. Donations may be sent to Pacific Islands
Medical Aid, Inc., 14951 CR 3300, Brownsboro, Texas,
75756.

Explaining things to the Nurse

Gordon West's (WB6NOA) work and generous support has
enabled nurses on the three isolated islands to
communicate by radio with the small hospital and village
clinics on Christmas Island. He has established SSB
communication between the islands nurses and doctors and
installed radios to enable the nurses on each island to stay
in touch with one another.

Gordo visited the island in November again while testing
and writing a review of the PWRbrite for Sailing Magazine.
He realized that the low current demand of the PWRbrite
would be a perfect fit for a solar charged system. In fact
according to Gordo, “The staff of the hospital wouldn't let me
leave with them. They loved them.” Gordo and Carl
purchased eight more PWRbrites with their own funds as
well as batteries and solar panels. Dan Gravereaux, N1ZZ,
owner of West Mountain Radio donated 4 additional
PWRbrites along with wire and PowerPoles.

The pair are planning a return trip to Kiribati soon. Their
schedule is very dependant upon the the schedule of the SV
Kwai, an island schooner that makes runs from Honolulu to
the Kiribati. The Kwai's schedule is delayed because of
storms in the Pacific. Seems El Nifio is screwing the Pacific
weather as well as our own.

Their humanitarian work there is not affiliated with any
church or other organization. It is a private undertaking to
address urgent needs and help reduce pain and suffering

BIG Or SMALL
We Ship it all

Shipping Services, Packing Services, Freight Ser-
vices, Moving Supplies, Copying Color Black &
White, Faxing , Printing

Greg Bryson

The UPS Store

304 Main Ave.

Norwalk, CT 06851

PH 203 847-6166

Fax 203 849-1868

8-6:30 m-f 9-3 sat




“The Voice of GNARC”

February 2007
Page 7

WA7BNM Contest Calendar

February 2007

Contest Name

Time/Date/(Band)

Vermont QSO Party

10-10 Int. Winter Contest, SSB
AGCW Straight Key Party
Minnesota QSO Party

YLRL YL-OM Contest, CW
FYBO Winter QRP Sprint
Delaware QSO Party

Mexico RTTY International Contest
North American Sprint, SSB

ARCI Fireside SSB Sprint

RSGB 80m Club Championship, SSB
ARS Spartan Sprint

CQ WW RTTY WPX Contest
Asia-Pacific Spring Sprint, CW

KCJ Topband Contest

Dutch PACC Contest

YLRL YL-OM Contest, SSB

British Columbia QSO Challenge
FISTS Winter Sprint

RSGB 1st 1.8 MHz Contest, CW
North American Sprint, CW

ARRL School Club Roundup
NAQCC Straight Key/Bug Sprint
AGCW Semi-Automatic Key Evening
RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data
ARRL Inter. DX Contest, CW

Run for the Bacon QRP Contest
Road Kill Roundup QRP Kontest
RSGB 80m Club Championship, CW
Russian PSK WW Contest

CQ 160-Meter Contest, SSB

REF Contest, SSB

UBA DX Contest, CW

North American QSO Party, RTTY
High Speed Club CW Contest

North Carolina QSO Party

0000Z, Feb 3 to 2400Z, Feb 4
0001Z, Feb 3 to 2359Z, Feb 4
1300Z-1600Z, Feb 3
1400Z-2400Z, Feb 3

1400Z, Feb 3 to 0200Z, Feb 5
1400Z-2400Z, Feb 3

1700Z, Feb 3 to 0500Z, Feb 4 and
1300Z, Feb 4 to 0100Z, Feb 5
1800Z, Feb 3to 17597, Feb 4
0000Z-0400Z, Feb 4
2000Z-2359Z, Feb 4
2000Z-2130Z, Feb 5
0200Z-0400Z, Feb 6

0000Z, Feb 10 to 24007, Feb 11
1100Z-1300Z, Feb 10

1200Z, Feb 10 to 1200Z, Feb 11
1200Z, Feb 10 to 1200Z, Feb 11
1400Z, Feb 10 to 0200Z, Feb 12
1600Z, Feb 10 to 0359Z, Feb 11
1700Z-2100Z, Feb 10

2100Z, Feb 10 to 0100Z, Feb 11
0000Z-0400Z, Feb 11

1300Z, Feb 12 to 2400Z, Feb 16
0130Z-0330Z, Feb 14
1900Z-2030Z, Feb 14
2000Z-2130Z, Feb 14

0000Z, Feb 17 to 2400Z, Feb 18
0200Z-0400Z, Feb 19
0230Z-0400Z, Feb 22
2000Z-2130Z, Feb 22

2100Z, Feb 23 to 2100Z, Feb 24
0000Z, Feb 24 to 23597, Feb 25
0600Z, Feb 24 to 18007, Feb 25
1300Z, Feb 24 to 1300Z, Feb 25
1800Z, Feb 24 to 0600Z, Feb 25
0900Z-1100Z, Feb 25 and
1500Z-1700Z, Feb 25

1700Z, Feb 25 to 0300Z, Feb 26



