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President’s Corner
By Toy Alladin KIWYQ

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER:

Greetings to all, it seems as though the summer is
ending with a loud bang of cool and wet weather.
Flash flooding; flooded basements, power
outages and fallen tree branches seem to be what
we are dealing with at this time.

Our annual summer tailgate and family picnic was
a major success. Not too much tailgating, but
good picnic food prepared by Chef Mark/KB1JGL
was appreciated by all and more so the good
company that we had that afternoon. Not
forgetting Dan/K1ZZ for allowing us to use his
lawn for the occasion.

Get yourselves ready for a couple of public
service events before the year ends.

ON SEPTEMBER 24™ |S THE ANNUAL
HARVEST RIDE SPONSORED BY THE
BLOOMIN METRIC GANG. THIS RIDE IS TO
AID THE MAKE A WISH FOUNDATION OF CT.
THIS TAKES PLACE FROM LUCIANO PARK IN
WESTPORT.

ON OCTOBER 15™ IS THE ANNUAL WALK
SPONSORED BY THE AMARICAN DIABETES
ASSOCIATION. THIS TAKES PLACE FROM THE
PENFIELD PAVILION IN FAIRFIELD.

The 440 repeater is on the air at this time and
running pretty good. Some additional tweaking
and modifications will have to be done before it is
up to satisfactory performance.

Our featured speaker this month is Oscar Fuller/
KB1LQV from Danbury who was dispatched to the
Gulf Coast last year in the wake of hurricane
Katrina in an effort to support emergency
communications under the auspices of ARES.

Get ready for the SET (Simulated Emergency
Test) that is scheduled to be staged in Norwalk on
October 28". A few of us have been attending
their planning sessions.

73 from Toy/KIWYQ

Next Meeting

Wednesday Sept. 13th, 2006 2000 hrs at the
Community Room, Shop-Rite, Norwalk, CT

As always, pizza at John’s Best, New Canaan
Ave, Norwalk, CT at 1800 hrs.

Secretary’s Minutes

GNARC Meeting, 12 July 06.
Attendance: 18 members.

Meeting began at 8PM with following
announcements: 1) Del/K1UHF, a longtime
member of GNARC, has rejoined the club. This
was met by a round of applause from the
members in attendance. 2) Zig/N1ICL has agreed
to take over the reservation and distribution of
coffee and donuts for the monthly meetings from
Tom/KK2C, who has performed this function for
several years. 3) The business portion of this
meeting would follow the presentation by Dan/
N1ZZ on his DX activity.

Dan/N1ZZ made a presentation on his DX activity,
covering both his home QTH and his activity from
his contest club, PJ2T, on Curacao in the Dutch
Antilles. Dan noted that some of the reasons he
finds DX activity interesting include the surprise
and excitement of covering great distances; the
variety of foreign countries and cultures; and the
occasional “ragchew” with hams from far off lands
(sometimes in the local language, in which Dan
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has acquired some facility). Dan emphasized the
importance of using high antennas (at least one-
half wavelength in height for the frequency in
use).

He also noted that 90% of DX out there could be
contacted using 100 watts and either a vertical or
dipole antenna. Again, Dan emphasized the need
to have sufficient height using a dipole to ensure a
low takeoff angle for RF radiation and therefore a
long “skip” for your signal.

Dan showed the members numerous awards he
has acquired in his DX activity as well as a large
QSL card collection dating back to his activities as
a teenage Ham.

Following Dan’s presentation, Ed/K3EIN
summarized our recent Field Day activity, for
which GNARC achieved a new, record score. All
participants were thanked for their efforts with
special acknowledgement to Hugo/AA1XV for
organizing the event and to Mark/KB1JGL (and
Culinary Institute of America graduate) for
preparing and serving the outstanding food.

A new antenna and amplifier for the 70 cm.
repeater was discussed and a sum of $500 was
approved by the members for replacement of
both. A motion was also made and approved by
the members for an expenditure of $700 for a
computer projector to be used by GNARC
presenters.

It was noted that Allan/NN1H was now trustee of
the 2 meter repeater and Del/K1IUHF was trustee
of the 70 cm. repeater.

Allan noted that Brian Fernandez was the new
emergency coordinator of ARES and that all
ARES registrations were now received on the
Web rather than on paper. He urged GNARC
members to so register.

Tim/W1GIG reminded everyone that a Homeland
Security drill was coming up Oct. 21.

Fred/K1FC noted there will be a VE session the
second Saturday in August in Stamford.

The August GNARC meeting is replaced by the
Annual Tailgate Party at Dan’s/N1ZZ.

The meeting adjourned at 10 PM. Respectfully
submitted, Tom/KK2C, Secretary.

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurers Report As of September 1, 2006 - The
Bank Balance - $5,111.88

Since my last report, we have had significant
expenditures for Field Day and the Annual Picnic
and some minor expenditures for the repeater.

However, we have also had significant revenue
from the annual trip to Rochester by Tim W1GIG,
Don KA1TZR & Jim KC1FB - Thanks guys.

A few late 2006 dues have also arrived which
pushed us over 100 members for the year.

Ed K3EIN Treasurer

ARES News

Allan Valeo, NN1H has been appointed the ARES
District Emergency Coordinator for Connecticut's
Area 1 covering all of southern Fairfield County.

It has an impact on the Club in that GNARC is the

largest and arguably most committed and effective
group in the Area. | think the appointment is more

sensitive to that fact than to any thing else.

" | have been inspired and encouraged by Tim
Walker, Toy Alladin and others in GNARC who are
committed to Public Service Communications. The
Club has a truely golden spirit. "

Our congratulations to Allan. I hope you get all the
help you deserve.
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Hamfests and Events

Candlewood Amateur Radio Association
Sept 17, 2006

Edmond Town Hall, Route 25, Newtown, CT
Rain or Shine

Set up at 7am and doors open at 8:30am.
Talk-in on 147.300 PL 100.0

This is always a fun hamfest with a good tailgating
areas.

http://www.danbury.org/cara/

Hosstraders

FALL Oct 6 & 7 2006

Hopkinton State Fair Ground

off 1-89, Exit 7, in Hopkinton NH.

Things get started at 8am on Friday and the fun
runs all night long. Guys swap, trade and sell until
they run out of steam or stuff. The fun ends on
Saturday at 2pm.

Its worth the ride to go there and the weather for
Friday looks great!

Nutmeg Hamfest and CT ARRL Convention
Oct 8, 2006

Mountainside Resort

High Hill Road, Wallingford, Conn.

This is Connecticut’s premier hamfest. The
building opens to the public at 9am. There are
many commercial vendors inside as well as
tailgating in the parking lot.

For more info check the official website:
http://www.nutmeghamfest.com/

Classified Ads

Please submit you classified ads for the June
edition of the newsletters to nlolo@yahoo.com

Product Review

West Mountain Radio’s PWRbrite

OK, so | am not exactly a detached observer of
this product. In fact, | am a bit parochial as | am
one of the designers.

A few Dayton’s ago | purchased some LED light
strips from a vendor. They were nice but they had
some issues; they had no enclosures, there was
no switch or wiring, and they were quite sensitive
to voltage. | though they would make a nice light
in the shack if | could find an enclosure. | got busy
at WMR so that project was set aside for awhile.
In the beginning of this year | started playing with
LEDs again. A vendor sent samples of some nice,
bright, high output LEDs. | just had to find a use
for them!

An initial prototype was built and was tested and
was found wanting. Ed K3EIN did some testing at
his home station and found that the light had the
annoying habit of flashing when he sent CW. He
also thought it needed a shade to cut down on
side glare from the LEDs. Del, KIUHF, brought it
to show some folks. He managed to burn out
some of the LEDs by running the light about 13v.
Most LED devices have current limiting resistors
in their designs. Even with that in place the LEDs
will fail if the voltage is high enough. Not what |
wanted at all. My goal was reliable, low current
light that | could use in my shack or my car.

Dan, N1ZZ came to the rescue. He pointed out
that if the LEDs saw the same voltage all the time
and if we held the voltage to the LED’s
specifications we could Kill two birds with one
stone; no burn up and no flashing. We would
incorporate a voltage regulator circuit. The
finished product is now known as the PWRdbrite.
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The PWRbrite LED Light Strip is capable of providing
approximately 96 lumens of light output. It utilizes 18

9000mcd (millicandella) LEDs. The light operates
over a wide range of voltage, providing full output
from 11-25V DC with reduced light output with
voltages down to 10V. Throughout its operating
range the PWRbrite’s current draw is only 100mA.
This low current requirement makes the PWRbrite
ideal for emergency lighting with battery systems.
The voltage regulation allows the PWRbrite to be
used in automotive applications without worry.

Recently | used the PWRbrite while | was camping

with my family. | had two mounted inside my camper

PWRbrite inside the camper

and two installed under the canopy on the outside.
My wife was skeptical. She didn’t think that there
would be enough light and she likes a lot of light.
Once she got over the bluish tinge of the light she

was pleased with the level of lighting. The big
payoff was in battery life. The four 32cp lights that
| normally use to light the interior of the camper
draw 4.5 Amps. The four PWRbrites draw 400
mA, less than 10% of the incandescent lamp’s
requirement.

The design of the LEDs is such that the light is
directed in a 24 degree wide beam. This beam
can be directed on to a work surface by aiming
the light in the mounting clips. The light can also
be directed to reflect off a light colored surface
giving the user indirect lighting. The consistent
light level and low current draw make the
PWRbrite is an excellent source of primary or
back-up lighting for your station.

The PWRbrite is available directly from West
Mountain Radio or through its dealer network.
MSRP is $49.95

Indirect lighting—Reflected off the light colored s urface
of the canopy
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WA7BNM Contest Calendar

September 2006

Contest Name

Time/Date/(Band)

All Asian DX Contest, Phone
Russian RTTY WW Contest
Wake-Up! QRP Sprint

RSGB SSB Field Day

IARU Region 1 Field Day, SSB
AGCW Straight Key Party
DARC 10-Meter Digital Contest
MI QRP Labor Day CW Sprint
ARS Spartan Sprint

International G3ZQS Memorial Straight Key Contest

WAE DX Contest, SSB

Swiss HTC QRP Sprint

ARRL September VHF QSO Party
SOC Marathon Sprint

North American Sprint, CW
Tennessee QSO Party

ARCI End of Summer Digital Sprint
YLRL Howdy Days

FISTS Get Your Feet Wet Weekend
SARL VHF/UHF Contest

ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest
Scandinavian Activity Contest, CW
South Carolina QSO Party

QRP Afield

Washington State Salmon Run

QCWA Fall QSO Party

North American Sprint, SSB

Run for the Bacon QRP Contest
144 MHz Fall Sprint

NAQCC Straight Key/Bug Sprint
CQ Worldwide DX Contest, RTTY
Scandinavian Activity Contest, SSB
Texas QSO Party

AGCW VHF/UHF Contest

UBA ON Contest, CW

Fall QRP Homebrewer Sprint
222 MHz Fall Sprint

CIS DX Contest

Arkansas QSO Party

FISTS Coast to Coast Contest

0000Z, Sep 2 to 2400Z, Sep 3
0000Z-2400Z, Sep 2
0400Z-0429Z, Sep 2
0430Z-0459Z, Sep 2
0500Z-0529Z, Sep 2
0530Z-0600Z, Sep 2

1300Z, Sep 2 to 1300Z, Sep 3
1300Z, Sep 2 to 12597, Sep 3
13002-1600Z, Sep 2
1100z-1700Z, Sep 3

2300Z, Sep 4 to 0300Z, Sep 5
0100Z-0300Z, Sep 5

2300Z, Sep 8 to 2300Z, Sep 10
0000Z, Sep 9 to 23597, Sep 10
1300Z-1900Z, Sep 9

1800Z, Sep 9 to 0300Z, Sep 11
1800z-2400Z, Sep 9
0000Z-0400Z, Sep 10

1800Z, Sep 10 to 0100Z, Sep 11
2000Z-2400Z, Sep 10

1400Z, Sep 12 to 0200Z, Sep 14
0000Z, Sep 15 to 2400Z, Sep 17
1600Z, Sep 15 to 1600Z, Sep 16
1600Z, Sep 16 to 1000Z, Sep 17

0600 local, Sep 16 to 2400 local, Sep 17

1200Z, Sep 16 to 1200Z, Sep 17
1300Z, Sep 16 to 2100Z, Sep 17
1500Z-2100Z, Sep 16

1600Z, Sep 16 to 0700Z, Sep 17
1600Z-2400Z, Sep 17

1800Z, Sep 16 to 1800Z, Sep 17
0000Z-0400Z, Sep 17
0100Z-0300Z, Sep 18

1900 local - 2300 local, Sep 18
0030Z-0230Z, Sep 21

0000Z, Sep 23 to 2400Z, Sep 24
1200Z, Sep 23 to 1200Z, Sep 24
1400Z, Sep 23 to 0200Z, Sep 24
1400Z-2000Z, Sep 24
1600Z-1900Z, Sep 23 (144)
1900Z-2100Z, Sep 23 (432)
0600Z-1000Z, Sep 24
0000Z-0400Z, Sep 25

1900 local - 2300 local, Sep 26
1200Z, Sep 30 to 1200Z, Oct 1
16002, Sep 30 to 0600Z, Oct 1
1800z, Oct 1 to 0200Z, Oct 2
1800Z, Sep 30 to 1800Z, Oct 1



